
 
 
 

YLLD - What rural young people want is our priority 

The YLLD project, funded by the Erasmus+ programme, has youth as an area of interest, and its title in the 
Romanian is: Addressing the competences of young people and the processes of youth inclusion in the 
community to facilitate the next generation of young community leaders.  At the same time, this project 
means a successful cooperation between associations from different European countries, Ireland - de 
Ballyhoura Development (those who also proposed this project), Italy - ASCAE - Associazione per il sociale, 
la cultura e l'ambiente, Portugal - Rightchallenge - Associação and last but not least Romania, through the 
Association LA Napoca Porolissum. 

The project aimed to explore and come up with a positive response to the challenges of young people 
who live and work in rural areas. Addressing them, but also to community organizations in rural areas, 
YLLD takes place in the context of rural changes, of rural youth or the impact of Covid-19 in recent years 
and comes with the solution of rural development placed under the responsibility of the community. 
Community-led rural development (CLLD) is not a new concept, it is frequently used by the European 
Commission, but it has also frequented a lot of European projects that address the social side and beyond. 
The other priorities of our project are the promotion of active citizenship, the spirit of initiative of young 
people and entrepreneurship among young people, including social entrepreneurship.1 

With all this in mind, the project partners conducted a research through which they analyzed, among 
others, the operating environment of CLLD and the perceptions or realities of the integration of rural 
communities, the existing and future needs in terms of competences for young people and community 
volunteers to facilitate the progress of young people, but also effective methodologies for the 
involvement of young people and preferences regarding in-person learning,  online or mixed. The final 
report resulting from this research aims toidentify the factors that could support the participation of 
young people in the local development placed under the responsibility of the community, but also to 
assess what are the benefits of the participation of young people in the community.  The objective of the 
report is also to develop a better understanding of requirements and perceptions to guide the design and 
development of tools with the aim of facilitating the integration and inclusion of young people.  It is also 
important that the development of the training course through the project, the second phase of the YLLD 
project, is based on the results of this study.  

 
1 CLLD is a notion used by the European Commission to describe an approach that reverses traditional 'top-down' development 
policy. Within the framework of local development, the local population takes control and forms a local partnership that 
develops and implements an integrated development strategy. The strategy is designed to harness the social, environmental 
and economic strengths or strengths of the community, rather than to compensate for the problems it faces. URL. 
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources /docgener/informat/2014/guidance_clld_local_actors_ro.pdf 



 
 
What surprised us from the implementation of the survey among young people from the partners' 
communities is that, beyond the transnational barrier, the answers were not different but focused on the 
same challenges, realities, perceptions and problems observed by the young people. The majority of 
young people agree with the involvement of young people in CLLD activities, but consider that information 
and disseminations about such activities are either lacking or not attractive or engaging enough. Another 
problem highlighted by the majority of young people in rural areas is that, although young people are 
particularly interested in getting involved in the communities to which they belong, they feel that they do 
not have a say in what is decided in associations or community councils, which is why their participation 
is low. 

Currently, the greatest involvement in CLLD's activities seems to come from Ireland, followed by Portugal, 
Italy and Romania. To the qualitative question of what a young person would gain from the involvement 
of CLLD, the respondents emphasized the personal and social development, of the soft skills, of know-
how, the increase of networking, but also the autonomy or consciousness regarding what surrounds them, 
a deeper understanding of the community in which they live. In addition to developing communication 
skills, empathy has been seen as the social skill that requires the least improvement in the future across 
all respondents. Young people have recognized that they often work better when they receive orders or 
are told what to do, prefer to engage in in-person activities more than online and consider that organizing 
concerts, sports or social activities for the community together with attending training courses of 
competences important for the development of the community are necessary to motivate them to 
participate more in society.  

The YLLD project team thanks the young people for their honest and attentive participation in this data 
collection! We aim for our project to be successful and to reach as many young people as possible who 
live in rural areas and want to get involved for a brighter future of rural communities, through local 
development placed under the responsibility of the community!  

 


